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TypricaL ReaL GoNi: Guvs in Moscow
They like tohéng oround Brod-vay.
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A Longing for Truth
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The thaw (the real one. that is) was at
its height in Moscow last week. Ice floes
were in full flight ‘down the river. At last
the Kremlin's 6nion domes were bare of
stow, | In Sokolniki Park, small boyx
whooped after modél planes and grownups
silently drank up the sun. Tt was the time
when, Chekhov wrote, “spring ix ready to
enter the soul.” ’

Ten snows have melted since : Joseph
Stalin’s death jn March 1953. In the
political and social thaw that has followed
the ‘tyrant’s end, regimentation persists
but the crudet kigds of terrot have ¥an-
ished almost as completely as the show.
To the 100 miition Russiahs who are
under 15 today, and who make up. nearly
 half of (ke Soviet Union's ‘eptire popu-
lation, Salinksm is Tittle more than & ‘bad

childhood ‘memory, They. have not been

broken by the fear that andts . their
fathers nor infected with: the ‘blind. fajth
that guidéd - stine. of their’ Bolshevik
krandfathers. These youngsters have ‘been
called a lost gencration. They could mare
fairly be called o secking ge .
Soviet Russia is still 8 -Sparta, not an
Athens. It has no freedom in the Western
sense, - but - dissatisfaction I becoming
overt in a way that it never dared be
before. -+ N . . '
Engincers of Secuk. T, " incom-
parably . better off than their elders, young
Russians today ask far more of their life
and are more critical of jts shortcomings
thun any previous generstion. Youth is
suaching out beyond Mother Russia for
s <tyles and slang. “Decadent” tastes
that were taboo . under Stalin are now
-tatins symbols. Young educated Russians
@i himgry ler abstract art, passionalaly

(they can read these authors in transla-
tion, but see ne newspapers except Com-
manfst ones). Seviet movies such as The
Cranes dre Flying sympathetically ex-
plore thefr conflicts and smisgivings., Even
the Communist Party’s gfficial youth pub-
fications discuss sins ang shortcomings of
*the system; this would have been heresy
ten yeurs ago. : . ‘ :

The new generation’s doughtiest cham-
‘pions have been authors and poets; the
very types satho .were the most closely
indentured servants'of Stalinism, Perhaps
po other tyrant in history has ever. im.
posed 50 rigorous:a system -of - thought
control as that. of Joseph Stalin; ‘his most
powerful and systematic weapon was ‘the
doctrine -called “gocialist realsm,” - by

- which artists became “engineers of souls,”

whose only function was to OH8S-PTO-
duce Commuhist propaganda. Literdture

-started up again soon after Stalins denth;
~In the six yemrs. since Nikita Khrushchev
-demolished Stalin's godhead at the "soth
~Party Congress, Soviet writers bave: pro-

claimed, - even. if* they  have pot always
been free to practice;.a pew literature
of truth.” : = ;

Siberian Roots, Poets in particular &vc N

won greater latitude than thay have. en-
joyed since the early, heady days of the
Revolution. From medieval times, when
illiterate peasants tistened spellbound -to
wandering “reciters,” the intellectual Rus-
sians have always: revered poets abave

poteatates, Among them-—f{rom Pushkin

who died “involiiog freedom in: an age of
fear,” to Pasternak, who, at the cost of
much personal bravery, was almost the
only writer of his generation to deride
Stalin’s shibboleths—have been Russia’s
most ImpaBsiomn! foet of jojlstice. Ev.
geny Evtushesko, the most famed and
@ited yousy ot in Russiz today, fol-

Iows in theiy funisteps. TS 7 cly for
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out where 'many -another ‘Russian poet
has ended-«ig Siberia: The blond. bean-
polo-tall <¢6 ft. 3 in.} poet . comes of
Ukninfan, Tartar and Latvian stock that
‘has. n&vd,"he'xﬁm, “been collectivized.”
' Though ke lkes to be taken for a country
- boy, hé 15 & ‘Muscovite by upbringing and
zccent, #a8d his background rubs off on his
- sopsisticasted, of ten colloquial poetic styie.
1-lies in' & rare faculty for
3— t’fmm’ itting-<the  doubts
-and yesrnings of g gencration ‘that has
+dost itg-illusions ‘and - beginning to find
its voice. Evtushenko is +his. generation's
~flag-bearer, a dating young man, but not
i} “‘(hepaim of. ’ﬂl‘l"ty!‘dcm;:v"ﬂ Srrews
' Nolseless Verso. Poets of protest such
a3 *Bvgeny ) Fvtushienko” ' {pronounced
: Yeveainy. ‘Yeftooskenko): bave,: in the
‘past, ' ben:isdlated from the et un-
+dettered mass’of-Russianssociety: Today,
throogh-far-ranging Tecitaktoursand hiuge
editions-of Mfwm,zthzym‘mching
* the:wideit; best-sducetsd public in Rus-
sstlen-history. ‘“The resudt ‘b “best & re-
* markable ficetic: tevival, In theatsrs and
: atidentr hostels. ffom -White Russia to
‘Gentral Asia; ~overflow scrowds ‘isten: to

poets with almost religious fervor, On .

Butday nighty -in sumaner, - <ity: isquares
-etbo- to the liquid, incentatory cadences of
Tgmhkln, Lermontov snd, often, ‘Zhenyn
~Bvtathenks. Ooa good peason for-poetry’s

popularity:acraps of “noiseless verse.” as

sRussiat: writéfs calk.-work thatds too

avent-gaydo - or radical for publication, .

can easily-be mitneographed and sarrepti-
tisusly . distributed - from one group of
gouths to another, Though several under-
«ground: pastry bheets have drawn officinl
*. condemnation,. not . g single editor has
whﬂmm."?“I tae
*, Sirnply put, Russia's writers are seeking
" Gruth. . Evtushenko's .wverse and his con-
tempocarion’ conversation come back 1o
the word tivue and again. Their generation
bas seen truth ripped: from maps gnd hic.
1 r facts i3 an obres-
ot Hviomdsent,
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